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International application Na.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/0S2012/050232
BoxNo.ll Observatlons where certaln claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of ltem 2 of first shest)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2){a) for the fellowing reasons:

1. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. m Claims Nos.: 20

bacausa thay relate to parts of the intaernational applicaticn that do not comply with the preseribed requiremants ta such
an extent that ne meaningful international search can be camied out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. I:l Claims Nos.:

bacausa thay are dapandant claims and are nat drafted in accardance with tha sacond and third sentences of Rule 6.4{a).

BoxNo. Il Observations where unlty of Invention Is lacking (Continuation of Hem 3 of flrst sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. As all required aciditional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search repott covers all searchable
claims.

2. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did net invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timaly paid by the applicant, this intsrnational search report covers
only thass claims far which fess wara paid, spacifically claims Nos.:

4. |:| Ne required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Genseguently, this international search repeort is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search feee were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicabls, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's pratest but the applicable protest
foe was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

m No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCTASA/210 (continuation of first shaet (2)) (April 2005)



(20) JP 2014-529422 A 2014.11.13

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

International application No

PCT/US2012/050232

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

INV. A61B17/072
ADD.

Anocording to Intemational Patent Classifioation IPC) or to both national olassification and IPC

B. FIELDS SEARCHED
Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbals)

AGlB A61C

Documentation searched other than minimum doecumentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fiskle searched

Elactronic data base Ited during the intematicnal search {name of data basa and, where practicable, search terms used)

EPO-Internal

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* | Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
X EP 1 994 890 Al (TYCO HEALTHCARE [US]) 1-3,5,6,
26 November 2008 (2008-11-26) 8-15

paragraphs [0039] - [0043]; claim 1;
figures 5-7

A EP 1 064 883 Al (ETHICON INC [us]) 1-15
3 January 2001 (2001-01-03)
colums 9-10; figure 12

A US 6 273 897 B1 (DALESSANDRO DAVID A [US] 1-15
ET AL) 14 August 2001 (2001-08-14)
columns 3-4; figures 3,12-14b

A W0 2008/057281 A2 (TYCO HEALTHCARE [US]; 1-15
STOPEK MEGAN L [US])

15 May 2008 (2008-05-15)
the whole document

-f--

Further documents are listed in the oontinuation of Box C. See patent family annex.

* Special categories of cited documents :

*T* later deoument published after the intemational filing date or priornity
date and not in oontilict with the applioation but aited 1o understand

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not considered the principle or theory underlying the invention

to be of particular relevance
"E" earfier application or petent but published on or after the international " document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot ba
filing date oonsidered novel or cannot be oonsidered to involve an inventive
"Lt dupumntwhilob may thrt:lmlr_ doubts on priority Blaim_(s)_orwhinh is step when the dooument is taken alone
ciied to the pu ! of citation or other *¥" document of particular relevance; tha claimed invention cannat be
conaidered to invalva an invertive etep when the document ia

special reasoh (as ap'ec'rliad)

"O" gooument referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other combined with one or more other such dosuments, such combination
mMeans bsing obvious to a persan skilled in the art
"P* documesnt publishad prior ta the intemational filing dats but later than
the priority date olaimed & dooument member of the same patent family
Date of the actual carnplstion of the ink tional search Dats of mailing of the intsmational saarch repart
21 Novemher 2012 11/01/2013
Name and mailing address of the ISA/ Authorized officer

European Patent Offioe, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2
NL - 2280 HV Rijswilk

Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, . . .
ém%evﬁ%a4&m1s Chopinaud, Marjorie

Femn PCT/ASA210 (secand aheet) {(April 2005)

page 1 of 2
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International application No

TRANSFUSION SAN [FR])
24 April 1992 (1992-04-24)
the whole document

PCT/US2012/050232
C{Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
Category® | Citation of dooument, with indioation, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to alaim No.
X WO 97/21394 Al (MINNESOTA MINING & MFG 16-18
[US])} 19 June 1997 (1997-06-19)
pages 5-9
A EP O 909 590 A2 (ZWINGENBERGER ARTHUR 16-19
[CH1) 21 April 1999 (1999-04-21)
paragraphs [0027] - [0062]; figure 1
A US 2008/167680 Al (VOEGELE JAMES W [US] ET 16-19
AL) 10 July 2008 (2008-07-10)
paragraphs [0073] - [0076];: figure 27
A US 4 941 751 A (MUEHLBAUER ERNST [DE]) 16-19
17 July 1990 (1990-07-17)
colums 3-4; figure 1
A FR 2 668 060 Al (FONDATION NALE 16-19

Femn PCT/ASA210 {continuation of aecond aheet) (April 2005)

page 2 of 2
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International application No

PCT/US2012/050232

Patent dosument
oited in search report

Publication
date

Patent family
member(s}

Publication
date

EP 1594890

Al

26-11-2008

2008201935 Al
2631188 Al
101310680 A
102370504 A
1994850 Al
2215976 Al
2358061 13
2384371 13
2008289883 A
2008290134 Al
2011101070 Al
2011290852 Al
2012012637 Al

11-12-2008
25-11-2008
26-11-2008
14-03-2012
26-11-2008
11-08-2010
05-05-2011
04-07-2012
04-12-2008
27-11-2008
05-05-2011
01-12-2011
19-01-2012

EP 1064883

03-91-2001

771060 B2
4375900 A
2313064 Al

60021961 D1
60021961 T2
1064883 Al
2246215 13
4173273 B2
2001037763 A
6325816 B1

11-03-2004
04-01-2001
30-12-2000
22-09-2005
06-07-2006
03-01-2001
16-02-2086
29-16-2008
13-02-2001
04-12-2001

US 6273897

14-08-2001

2338049 Al
60124441 12
1129665 Al
4409105 B2
2001286477 A
6273897 B1

29-08-2001
06-09-2007
05-09-2001
03-02-2010
16-18-2001
14-08-2001

WO 2008057281

15-05-2008

2007318091 Al
2665206 Al
2073719 A2

2010508068 A

2010065606 Al

2011315746 Al

2008057281 A2

15-05-2008
15-05-2008
01-07-2009
18-03-2010
18-03-2010
29-12-2011
15-05-2008

WO 9721394

19-06-1997

5873896 A
2238766 Al
696271590 D1
69627190 T2
0871408 Al
3701685 B2
2000501986 A
5743436 A
9721354 Al

03-07-1997
19-06-1997
08-05-2003
13-11-2003
21-16-1998
05-10-2005
22-02-2000
28-04-1998
19-06-1997

2247739 Al
19745567 Al
0909580 A2
11216397 A
6030214 A

15-04-1999
06-05-1999
21-04-1999
10-08-1999
29-02-2000

Femn PCTASA210 {patent family annex) (April 2005)
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International Applicatioh No. PCT/ Us2012/ 050232

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-15

A surgical instrument comprising a handle portion, a shaft
housing a firing bar, an end effector comprising an anvil, a
Tower jaw, and a stapling and severing mechanism responsive
to a longitudinal closing motion produced by the handle
portion and the shaft, the lower jaw configured to receive a
cartridge when in an open position, the cartridge
comprising:

(a) a cartridge bottom including walls defining a chamber;
(b) a plurality of staples disposed in the chamber;

{b) a foam block disposed in the chamber; and

(c) a 1id disposed over the foam block and the chamber.

2. claims: 16-19

An endoscopic instrument apparatus comprising a device and
an end effector comprising:

(a) exterior walls defining a proximal portion and a distal
portion,

(b) an interior wall disposed within the proximal portion,
the interior wall and exterior walls defining a first
holding space and an opposite, second holding space;

{c) a first agent disposed in the first holding space;

(d) a second agent disposed in the second holding space, the
second agent being different from the first agent;

{e) a piston movable via an application of force along the
interior wall, the piston being configured to engage
proximal ends of the first agent and the second agent to
move the first and second agents distally towards the mixing
space, whereby the first and second agents create a mixture
capable of expulsion through the tip;

wherein the end effector includes one of a pair of
protrusions or a pair of notches.
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International Applicatioh No. PCT/ Us2012/ 050232

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 20

Claim 20 discloses a method of treatment by surgery practised on the
human body contrary to Rule 39.1(iv) PCT. Claim 20 pertains to a method
for dispensing agent through a dispensing end effector comprising the
step of using the surgical end effector to staple and sever tissue
obviously forming part of a surgical procedure. The Authority is
therefore not required to carry out international search preliminary
examination.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO0 (see EP0 Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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International application No

PCT/US2012/050232
Patent dooument Publication Patent family Publication
oited in search report date member(s} date
US 4941751 A 17-07-19%0 AU 3780989 A 18-01-1990
CA 1316378 C 20-04-1993
CH 679146 A5 31-12-1991
DE 8869184 Ul 08-09-1988
FR 2634180 Al 19-01-1990
GB 2220914 A 24-01-1990
IT 1233718 B 14-04-1992
JP 2057586 A 27-02-1990
JP 2578211 B2 05-02-1997
NL 8901835 A 16-02-1990
NZ 229945 A 27-11-1990
SE 468970 B 26-04-1993
SE 8902437 A 19-01-1990
us 4941751 A 17-07-1990
FR 2668060 Al 24-04-1992  NONE

Femn PCTASA210 {patent family annex) (April 2005)
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